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Background 
Referring to the Outcome of PRESSURE 12-2019 (para. 7.5 and 7.33) and the Outcome of HOD 58-2020 (para 
5.33) I have the pleasure to invite the Contracting Parties to the Helsinki Convention and Observer 
Organizations to the Fifth Workshop on implementation of the Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter (WS 
RAP ML 5-2020) to be held online, on 12 October 2020. The Workshop will precede the Thirteenth Meeting 
of the HELCOM Working Group on Reduction of Pressures from the Baltic Sea Catchment Area (PRESSURE 
13-2020) on 13-16 October 2020. 

The Workshop will be opened at 10.00 EET on Monday, 12 October, and it is expected to terminate by 17:00 
EET on the same day. 

Key issues which are anticipated to be brought to the attention of the Workshop are: 

− evaluation of the implementation of the HELCOM Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter (RAP ML) 
and its revision in 2021; 

− revision of HELCOM Recommendation 23/5 on storm water management; 
− way forward on the measures to address abandoned, lost and otherwise discarded fishing gear 

(ALDFG); and 
− waste management related actions (RL1-RL3 of the RAP ML). 

Conclusions and proposals of the Workshop will be submitted to PRESSURE 13-2020 for consideration.  
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Annotations to the Provisional Agenda  
1. Revision of HELCOM Recommendation 23-5 on storm water management 

PRESSURE 12-2020 took note of the updated HELCOM Recommendation on storm water management (Rec. 
23-5) and considered the Danish proposals to amend actions 12, 14, 15 and 16 (document 7-2). The meeting 
welcomed the draft and took note of proposals to further advance the document, in particular:  

− to address environmentally friendly practices to manage street cleaning snow to prevent releasing 
of litter in the marine environment;  

− to include ponds and wetlands as measures to prevent microliter to enter marine environment.  

The meeting invited Finland and CCB respectively to provide concrete proposals on the text to be included in 
the draft Recommendation to reflect the above-mentioned issues.  

The meeting took note that Germany and Russia have obtained experts’ review of the draft Recommendation 
and that the reviews will be provided in written to the Secretariat. The Meeting agreed that written proposals 
to update the draft Recommendation will be supplied to the Secretariat and requested the Secretariat to 
further elaborate the draft based on these proposals (Outcome of PRESSURE 12-2020, para. 7.2-7.5). 

The Workshop is invited to take note that input was provided by Finland and Russia, whereas Sweden 
indicated that they do not have comments to add.  

The Workshop will be invited to consider an updated draft (document to be submitted) and propose 
additional updates to the draft and other related input to the discussion at PRESSURE 13-2020 with the 
intention to submit the document to HOD 59-2020 for endorsement. 

2. Way forward on the measures to address abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded 
fishing gear (ALDFG) 

PRESSURE 12-2020 considered the suggested way forward for the proposed new actions to address 
abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded fishing gear (ALDFG) (document 7-5). The meeting took note that 
Poland currently does not have sufficient resources to take the actions proposed in the document and that 
WWF Poland has contacted the Secretariat to indicate their willingness to be involved in the further 
development of the proposed actions. The meeting recalled the existence of the outcome of the regional 
questionnaire to compile information on national activities regarding abandoned, lost, or otherwise 
discarded fishing gear (ALDFG) (document 3-3 to PRESSURE 10-2019) which provides an overview of the topic 
of ALDFG in the Baltic Sea. The meeting in general supported the proposed actions and agreed to invite 
countries to provide comments to the way forward on the proposed new actions (Outcome of PRESSURE 12-
2020, para. 7.7-7.12). 

The Workshop is invited to take note that Denmark supports the way forward on the proposed new ALDFG 
actions, and that input on the proposed way was provided by WWF Poland.  

The Workshop will be invited to discuss and agree on a way forward for the prioritized actions to address 
ALDFG for further submission to PRESSURE 13-2020 for consideration (document to be submitted).  

3. Waste management related actions (RL1-RL3 of the RAP ML) 

HELCOM RAP ML contains several actions addressing general waste management practices with the aim to 
identify best practise and improve them and thus closing loopholes in waste-management systems which 
might cause inputs of litter to the marine environment. Implementation of these three closely related actions 
(RL1-RL3) is to be accomplished through the identification of loopholes and recommendations on good waste 
management practices. A questionnaire was prepared by the lead country Germany. PRESSURE 10-2019 
invited Germany to present a report on the results of the questionnaire on waste management in the Baltic 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2012-2020-734/MeetingDocuments/7-2%20Update%20of%20HELCOM%20Recommendation%20on%20stormwater%20management.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2012-2020-734/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20PRESSURE%2012-2020.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2012-2020-734/MeetingDocuments/7-5%20Further%20steps%20on%20actions%20on%20ALDFG.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2010-2019-549/MeetingDocuments/3-3%20Revised%20outcome%20of%20the%20regional%20questionnaire%20to%20compile%20information%20on%20national%20activities%20with%20regard%20to%20ALDFG.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2012-2020-734/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20PRESSURE%2012-2020.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2012-2020-734/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20PRESSURE%2012-2020.pdf
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Sea as a background information on the further steps to the goals of these actions (Outcome of PRESSURE 
10-2019, para 3.51).  

PRESSURE 11-2019 took note of the report on the results of the questionnaire on waste management in the 
Baltic Sea conducted by Germany (document 3-7), which gathers input from Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 
Germany, Poland, Russia, Sweden as well as KIMO and WWF Poland, as well as five additional responses from 
municipalities and one from a port operator (Outcome of PRESSURE 11-2019, para. 3.33).  

PRESSURE 12-2020 agreed to address waste management related actions (actions RL1-RL3 in the RAP ML) in 
the WS RAP ML 5-2020 (Outcome of PRESSURE 12-2020, para. 7.33). 

The Workshop is invited to discuss the work conducted in relation to actions RL1-RL3 as well as the further 
work need to accomplish them. In case it is considered that such accomplishment is not feasible by 2021, the 
Workshop is invited to consider the appropriateness of including them in the revised RAP ML under drafting. 

4. Evaluation of the implementation of the HELCOM RAP ML and its revision in 2021, 
including linkage with the updated BSAP 

PRESSURE 12-2020 discussed the update of the HELCOM RAP ML in 2021 (document 7-4), agreed in principle 
to update the Action Plan pending study reservation by Denmark (subsequently clarified) and supported a 
thorough evaluation of the RAP ML implementation as the first step of the update process (e.g. why work on 
some actions has not been initiated, whether this is due to lack of relevance or resources) and the use of the 
upcoming BSAP UP workshop on hazardous substances and litter as well as the proposed workshop on 
implementation of the RAP ML to discuss the evaluation and also consider new measures proposed for 
inclusion to the updated RAP ML and the BSAP update (Outcome of PRESSURE 12-2020, para. 7.30-7.31). 

The Workshop is invited to take note that the revision of the HELCOM RAP ML is scheduled simultaneously 
with the ongoing update of the HELCOM BSAP. In this respect, HOD 57-2020 decided that documents that 
are adopted alongside the updated BSAP, e.g. HELCOM Recommendations, roadmaps, topic specific action 
plans etc., will remain as separate documents and not merged with the main BSAP document. However, the 
updated BSAP should include strategic decisions and central points from the action plans and they could be 
adopted in the revised Action Plan on marine litter. In order to assure coherence of the two documents, the 
HELCOM BSAP UP workshop on hazardous substances and litter held on 24-25 August 2020 was tasked not 
only to evaluate proposed new actions on marine litter for the updated Baltic Sea Action Plan but to initiate 
the discussion on the update of the RAP ML. Particularly, the workshop considered whether measures 
proposed for the BSAP were more suitable for the RAP ML.  

The Workshop will be invited to consider the conclusions of marine litter session of the HELCOM BSAP UP 
workshop on hazardous substances and litter, and agree on how to address those synopsis on marine litter 
suggested for inclusion in the revised RAP ML (document to be submitted).  

Regional actions within the RAP ML are regularly followed up in the frame of PRESSURE meetings. However, 
there is no information on the status of development of voluntary national actions. For that purpose, a 
questionnaire adapted from a questionnaire developed by OSPAR to the HELCOM RAP ML, aims at filling this 
gap of information. Information has been prefilled by the Secretariat based on national information provided 
as part of the SOM analyses in September 2019. Contracting parties are invited to amend the information 
contained in the template as needed, as well as indicate whether the voluntary national actions are to be 
included as regional actions in the revised RAP ML and send it back to the Secretariat (Marta.Ruiz@helcom.fi) 
by 23 September 2020 (document 4-1).  

Based on the input provided, the Workshop will be invited to consider an overview of the status of 
implementation of the regional actions as well as national voluntary actions in the RAP ML. 

The Workshop will be invited to propose, discuss and agree on a practical way forward on the revision of the 
RAP ML so that a draft proposal is submitted to HOD 59-2020 for consideration.  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2011-2019-628/MeetingDocuments/3-7%20Report%20on%20the%20results%20of%20the%20questionnaire%20on%20waste%20management%20in%20the%20Baltic%20Sea.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2011-2019-628/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20PRESSURE%2011-2019.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2012-2020-734/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20PRESSURE%2012-2020.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2012-2020-734/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20PRESSURE%2012-2020.pdf
mailto:Marta.Ruiz@helcom.fi
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5. Any other business 

PRESSURE 12-2020 agreed to organize the 5th Workshop on implementation of RAP ML back-to-back with 
PRESSURE 13-2020 as well as on the provisional themes for the workshop (Outcome of PRESSURE 12-2020, 
para. 7.33). 

Should there be any additional proposal this may be considered under this agenda item.  

6. Wrap up and closing of the Workshop 

The main conclusions and suggestions on the further steps towards implementation of these themes within 
the RAP ML will be summarized and discussed by the Workshop. The Report of the Workshop will be 
submitted to PRESSURE 13-2020 for consideration. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2012-2020-734/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20PRESSURE%2012-2020.pdf
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